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Course Prefix and Number: DNL 135    Credits: 6 
 
Course Title: Introduction to Removable Partial Dentures 
 
Course Description (including lecture hours, lab hours, total contacts) 
 
Introduces students to the principles of surveying and designing of removable partial denture frame 
works followed by the fabrication and repair of removable partial dentures. Students will observe 
fabrication procedure demonstrations and receive one-on-one instruction during part of the 
laboratory sessions. Lecture 3 hours. Laboratory 9 hours. Total 12 hours per week. 
 
General Course Purpose  
 
Students must demonstrate skills in dental laboratory fabrication in removable partial dentures in 
order to function as a dental technician in a commercial dental laboratory. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites (Entry-level competencies required for enrollment) 
 
General admission to the college.  Students must pass all placement tests and interview with the 
program head in order to determine interest, motivation and aptitudes in dental lab technology. 
 
Course Objectives  
 
Upon completing the course, the student will be able to: 
a.  understand the principles of removable partial denture design, fabrication, and repair. 
b.  describe the specialized equipment used in removable partial denture fabrication and repair. 
c.  demonstrate an understanding of appropriate undercuts, both tooth and soft tissue, and decide 

which may be used for RPD fabrication. 
 
Major Topics to be Included 
 
a.  Surveying and Designing Removable Partial Denture Frameworks 
b.  Undercut, Relief and Cast Tilting 
c.  Duplication Methods and Materials, Cast Duplication 
d.  Design Transfer to the Duplicate (Refractory) Cast 
e.  Wax Up to Correspond to the Design on the Refractory Cast 
f.  Investing, Burn Out and Casting 
g.  Finishing and Polishing of the Metal Framework 
h.  Repair of Framework 
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